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Your Excellency, 
 
It has been brought to my attention by my Lithuanian colleague in the European 
Parliament Leonidas Donskis MEP that Austria has declined to execute a European 
Arrest Warrant (EAW) issued by Lithuania for Mikhail Golovatov, a Russian citizen 
sought by Lithuania for war crimes, and has indeed freed Mr Golovatov. 
 
On 13 January 1991, Soviet armed forces and special unit reportedly killed 14 and 
injured around 1,000 peaceful protestors who were gathered around the radio and 
television building of the then already-independent Lithuania. One of the suspected 
perpetrators of these crimes is Mikhail Golovatov, who reportedly led the soldiers of the 
KGB special forces.  
 
Based on the EAW issued by Lithuania, Mr Golotov was arrested at Vienna airport on 
14 July 2011. However, less than 24 hours following the arrest, the Austrian judiciary 
released him without trial, apparently basing their decision on legal procedures but after 
having granted Lithuania only a very short period of time to provide the required 
additional information. The BBC has since reported that the Austrian Foreign Minister 
said the information supplied by Lithuania was "too vague" and that they believe they 
implemented the EAW correctly. 
 
While I understand Austria to be among the minority of Member States which do not 
accept EAWs for crimes committed before entry into force of the EU Framework 
Decision, this is not the reported reason given by your Foreign Minister. Secondly, 
vagueness of an initial request is not a sufficient reason for non-execution of an EAW 
since that can be remedied by requests for further information. In addition, if it had 



wished to, Austria could presumably have sought to invoke extradition rules in force 
from before the EAW, for example the 1996 Convention relating to extradition between 
the Member States of the European Union1. Given the speedy release of Mr Golotov, it 
seems clear that Austria did not take any time to examine other possibilities which is 
very perplexing. 
 
I would therefore appreciate more information on the reasons for Austrian non-
execution of this warrant which on the face of it is a very disappointing failure to 
cooperate on judicial matters within the EU and to end impunity for very grave crimes. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 
 

Baroness Sarah Ludford  
Liberal Democrat MEP for London 

 
 

                                                 
1 Official Journal C 313 , 23/10/1996 P. 0012 - 0023 


